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so oftel come heir 
fish ; but as T rovidensB for the preservation, or to 
prevent - extinction. ‘of defenceless creatures, 
hath in many instances restrained the devouring 
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ALLIGATOR. 195 
digest slowly, eat seldom, and live long without 
food. Wolves are said to gorge themselves with 
mud, t ply the want of better food. — For the 
like cause'many Alligators swallow stones and other 
substances, to distend and prevent the contrac- 
tion of their intestines when empty, and not to 
help digestion, which they seem in no need of. For 
in the greater number of many I have opened, 
nothing has appeared but clumps of nadine 
pieces of pine tree coal, some of which weighed 
eight pounds, and were reduced and wore so 
smooth from ‘their first angular roughness, that 
they seemed..to have remained in them many 
months. » They lay a great number of eggs at one 
time, in the sandy banks of rivers and lakes, which 
are hatched by the heat of the sun without further 
care of the parents. ‘The young, as soon as they 
are disengaged from their shells, betake themselves 
to the water, and shift for themselves ; but while 
young they serve as a prey not only to ravenous 
fish, but haere! own species. It is to be ad- 
mired that so vast a! should at first be 
contained insan— 8 igger than’ that of a 
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MON GUANA, 
reckoned an excellent food, ae extremely nou- 
rishing and delicate; but is fae to disagree 
MEMcOMeMconsiveions. The _common method 
of catching it it Is by casting ; a noose over its head, 
and thus drawing it it from its situation ; for it sel- 


~_ doin makes an effort to escape, but. stands looking 


intently at i its discoverer, inflating Its throat at 


‘the same time in an extraordinary 1 manner. | The 


Guana has been described _ and figured by several 
authors, but the most expressive representations 


" are those given by Seba. 


~Guanas,” says Catesby, ‘are of various sizes, 
from two to five feet in natn: their mouths are 
furnished with exceeding s teeth, but their 
jaws armed with a long beak, with which they 
bite with great strength : they, inhabit warm coun- 
< only, and are ‘rarely to be met with any where 


‘south of the tropics. Many of adie 


, iat islands abound with them, where they n 


in hollow rocks and trees: their eggs have nota 


hard shell, like those of Alligators, but a skin 


only,” rented of a turtle; and are esteemed a 
ey lay a great number of eggs at 
* wei are Lay hatched by 
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COMMON GUANA. 201 


mouths, to prevent their biting, and put them 
into the hold of their sloop till they have catched 
a sufficient number, which they either carry alive 
for sale go Carolina, or salt and barrel up for the 
use of their families at home. These Guanas feed 
- wholly on vegetables and fruit, particularly.on a 
kind of fungus growing at the roots of trees, and 
on the fruits of the different kinds of Annonas. 
Their flesh is easy of digestion, delicate, and well- 
tasted: they are sometimes roasted, but the more 
common way is to boil them, taking out the leaves 
of fat, which are melted and clarified, and put 
into a calabash or dish, into which they dip the 
flesh of the Guanaias they eat it. It is remark- 
able that this fat, which adheres to the inside. of 
the abdomen, imbibes the colour of the fruit the» 
animal eats last, which I have frequently seen 
tinged of a pale red, yellow, or sometimes of,a 
purple colour, which last was from eating. the 
Prunus maritima, which fruit, at the same time, 1 
took out of them. Though they are not amphibious, 
they are said to keep under water above an hour. 
When they swim, they use not their feet, but clap 
them close to their body, and guide themselves 
with their tails: they swallow all they eat whole. 
They cannot run fast, their holes being a greater, 
unity to them than their heels. They are.so 
a WF va re they aes appcar out of 
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FOUR-TOED GECKO. 


Lacerta tetradactyla. L. lutea viridi variegata, pedibus tetra- 


dactylis, cauda plana. 
Yellow Gecko, varied with green, with tetradactyle feet, and 
flat tail. 
Stellio tetradactylus. Schneid. Amph. Phys. Sp. Alt.’p. 33. 
“Le Sarroube. Cepede ovip. p. 493. | 


Tuis was first described by the Count de Ce- 
pede, from an account communicated by Mons. 
Bruyeres. It is very nearly allied to the Fim- 
briated Gecko, but differs in wanting the fimbri- 
ated margin, and in the number of toes on the 
fore feet, which are only four. Its length is about 
- twelve inches;.the head flat and oblong: the eyes 
large, with €#e pupils vertical : the neck long, and 
covered above with a double row of yellow scales; 
the back with a granulated yellow skin, marked 
with green spots or variegations: the abdomen is 
covered with yellow scales: in the form of the feet 
and tail it agrees with the preceding, except, as 
before observed, in having only four toes on the 
fore feet, for which reason the Count de Cepede 
has stationed it among the Salamanders. It is a 
native of Madagascar, where it is held in equal 
detestation with the former species. Its native 
name is Sarrube. It inhabits woods, and appears 
* sbiefly during the rainy seagou, and by night. . 





. Syst. Nat. p 
atifid tail and pal aa 
1 ex Arabia. 


ae roa] ood 


S species is‘ described by 4 ab 
a native of Arabia. he 
inches of whic 
the tongue 
the neck | sho! 


10se Of 


are of a ala 


its ts 


eps Rese head, with a 
colour ;, whe Bae fn 








aS 


- 
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hack: the webs of the hind feet and the seolloped 
or finny part of the tail are of a bright red: all 
the toes are furnished with claws. It is an ex- 
tremely rare animal, and its full history does not 
appear to be clearly understood. 


VAR. ? 


Caudiverbera Peruviana. Laur. mph. p.34. Feuillée Per. 2, 
p 319. 


‘ 
FEvILLeEs, in his account of Peru, describes a 
species in many respects allied to the above, ‘but 
of a blueish black colour. 


Mr. Schneider, who ranks the L. Caudiverbera 
among the rest of the Geckos, observes, that there. 
is some confusion in the Count de Cepede’s work 
relative to this species and the American Croco- 
dile of Seba. ‘‘ Gallus De la Cepede omnem ani- 
malis notitiam, appositis licet locis civis sui Feu- 
illée et Laurenti, plane pervertit. Scilicet is nescio 
quo glaucomate oculis subito oborto in Systeniate 
Linnzi Sebani Thesauri tomum 1, ejusque tabu- 
lam 103. fig. 2. laudatum legere sibi visus est 
cum Linnzus laudasset eandem tabulam ex tomo 
altero. Picturam igitur Sebanam, quam tamen 
ipse suo errore retulerat ad‘lacertam caudiverbe- 
Tam, in vit, et recte quidem, eique alteram 


“* ejusde mi in tab. 1Q6. fig. 1. substituit, que 


; 
4 


‘ 


Crocodilum Americanum plane expressit, atque 
ad ejus notitiam recte fuit relata a Laurentio, Cui 


“errori sane gravissimo similes plures reperi in libro 
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Lacerta Geitje. Syst. Nat, Gmel. p. 1068, ¥ a 
S ‘SX: rmann ¢, . Gotherd. 1, p. A: t. 5 fle ps 
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Te Is small species, which does not exceed three a ‘ 
inches in total length, is found at the Cape of _ R 
Good Hope, where it is considered.as.a poisonous 
animal, the saliva, secreted “moisture from its 
pores, &e. being said to produce tumours and — 
even gangrenes, which are sometimes cured. by 
th on of citron juice, but if too much 
pie ia of very dangerous symp# 
toms. “It seems to have been first descril« 
Sparmann. Its colour on the upper parts i 
variegation of darker and lighter shades, 
the under parts whitish, = 
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This animal was once in high estimation as an 
article in the Materia Medica, and the fleya, par- 
ticularly of the belly, was supposed’ to be diuretic, 
alexipharmic, restorative, and useful in leprous 
and many other cases; but whatever virtues it 
may possess when used fresh, it is not considered 
as of any importance when in its dried or imported 
state, and while it continued to be used in practice ~ 
served only to increase the number of ingredients 
in that curious remnant of what Dr. Lewis happily 
terms the wild exuberance of medical superstition 
in former ages, the celebrated Confectio Damo- 
cratis, or Mithridate. 

‘The Seink is described and figured by Mr. Bruce 
under the name of 1 Adda, and is said to be ex- 
tremely common in the province of Atbara, in 
Abyssinia. a> 

‘It burrows,” says this author, ‘‘ in the sand, 
and performs this operation so quickly, that it is 
out of sight ian instant, and appears rather to 
have found a hole than to have made one, yet it 
comes out often in the heat of the day, and basks 
itself in the sun; and if not very much frightened, 
will take refuge behind stones, or in the withered, 
ragged reots of the absinthium, dried in the sun 
to nearly its own colour. Its length is rather 
more than six inches: though its legs are long, it > 
does not make use of them to stand upright, but» 
creeps with its. belly algost close to the ground.” 

It runs, however, with very great celerity. It is 
very long from its shoulder to its nose, being nearly 
two inches: its body is round, having scarce any 


~ 


‘s 


~~ 
flatness in its belly : its tail too is perfectly round, 


having\po flatness in its lower part: it is exceed- 
ingly sharp-pointed, and very easily broke, yet I 
have seen several where tl:e part broke off has 
been renewed, so as scarcely to be discernible; it 
is the same length between the point of the tail 
and the joint of the hinder leg, as was between 
the nose and the shoulder of the fore leg : its fore- 
head, from the occiput, is flat, its shape conical, 
not pointed but rounded at the end, in the shape 
of some shovels or spades: the head is darker than 
the body; the occiput darker still: its face is 
covered with fine black lines, which cross one 
another at right angles like a net: its cyes are 
small, defended with a number of strong black 
hairs or eye-lashes: its upper jaw is longer, and 
projects considerably over the under: both its 
jaws have a number of short, fine, but very fecble 
teeth, and, when holding it in my hand, though 
it struggled violently to get loose, it never at- 
tempted to make use of its teeth; indced it seems 
to turn its neck with great ditticulty : its ears are 
large, open, and nearly round: its body is a light 
yellow, bordering on straw colour, crossed with 
eight bands of black, almost equally distant, ¢x- 
cept the two next the tail: all these decrease both 
* in breadth and length from the middle towards each 
extremity of the animal: the scales are largest 
> ‘long the back; they are vewy close, though thedivi- 
sions.are sufliciently apparent: their surface is very 
polished, and scemsas if varnished over: its legs, 
from the shoulder to the middle toe, are nearly an 
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286 LONG-TAILED SCINK. 


the back, with a pale lateral line, and is compfonly 
quoted as the Lacerta aurata of Linnzus} which 
that author describes as being of a beautiful gilded 
hue, while living, which is lost in the dead speci- 
men. It is probably most remarkable in the young 
or half-grown animals, specimens sometimes occur- 
ring, of a small size, in which the gilded tinge of 
the scales, aud brown lateral stripe, are very con- 
spicuous. 





LONG-TAILED SCINK. 


Lacerta longicauda. L. olivacea-flavescens, cauda longissima, 
Olivaceous-yellow Lizard, with extremely long tail. 
Scincus murinus Americunus longa cauda. Seb. 2. p. 11. ¢. 10. 


fit 


Tuts is considered by Dr. Gmelin as a variety 
of the common Scink ; yet it differs so much from 
that animal, by its great length of tail, that it 
is in all probability a very distinct species. It is, 
according to Seba, a native of America, and is 
said to frequent the sea coasts, and to feed on 
small crabs and spiders. Its colour is a greenish 
yellow, deeper or lighter in different individuals, 
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"MABOUYA SCINK. 


Lacerta Mabouya. L, subaurato-flavescens, latcribus subfuscis, 
pedibus brecibus, maxillis equalibus, cauda mediocri. 

Gilded-yellowish Lizard, with brownish sides, short legs, jaws 
of equal and tail of middling length. 

Le Mabouya. Cepede ovip. p. 378. pl. 34. 


Tue Mabouya, according to the Count de Ce- 
pede, who has described and figured it in his His- 
tory of Oviparous Quadrupeds, is extremely allied 
to the Scink, from which, indeed, on a cursory 
view, it scarce differs, except in having somewhat 
shorter legs in proportion, and jaws of equal 
length; whereas in the Scink the upper jaw is 
longer than the lower. The length of the indi- 
vidual described by the Count de Cepede was 
eight inches: the ground colour is a kindof 
gilded. yellow *, but the scales on the back are 
sometimes much darker with a white speck or line 
on each: along the sides of the body runs a 
dusky or deep brown band, beneath which. the 
colour is much paler, forming almost a white 
band: the colour of this animal, however, like 
that of the preceding species, appears to vary in 
different specimens. It is a native of America, 
as well as of Jamaica and other West-Indian 
islands. It is also found, according to Cepede, 

* 


* This species seems much allied to the L aurata of Linnzus, 
the synonyms ta which in the Systema Nature seem to be ap- 
plicd with no very great precision. 
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in Carolina. It is about five inches m ‘length, 


{ crs a a 


~ witha rather large head ; the fore feet have fire r 
and the hind five toes: its colour is deep brown, | 
with ardouble. row of white spots, from the popiof > 
the head to the tail) where it becomés a single row 
to the end. | ~Catesby adds, that it igteciially inoft , | 
fensive with the common water-newts of E urope, 3 


, 
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Snake-Lizards, with extremely lung bodies, and 
short legs: » 
7 2) &d 
* CHALCIDES LIZARD. ~ 
= fos - . eee | 
Lacerta Chalcides. 1. ferruginea, pedibuis tridactylis brevissanis, 
© corpore lungissimo lincis sex dorsalibus fuscis. € 
Ferruginous Lizard, with very ae ee le feet, and very 
long body with six brown dorsal lt 
Lacerta,Chalcides. L. cawda tereti longa, =. me q 
_s/brevissimis, Lin, Syst, Nat. p. 369 
Coil sjor. Imperat. Nat. Q7« 5 ~~ al 
Meus Chulcidica, ct hae Qadri | 
| 


’ 
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Tin Chalcides is a native “of many of the 
warmer parts of Europe, as ‘elas of Africa, and 
is sm “id be sizes, from oa aa ofa « 
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306 CHALCIDES LIZARD. a 


ning of the tail, which is often longer than the 
body, and gradually tapers to a small point: the 
legs are very short, and the feet still more so in 
proportion, consisting caeh of three toes, termi- 
nated by minute claws: the scales, on every part 
of the body, degs, and tail, are of a shape nearly 
resembling those of the Scinks, lying smoothly 
over cach other in the manner of those of a fish : 
the colour of this animal is pale ferruginous or ches- 
nut brown, lighter or of a yellow brown beneath: 
along the back are six deep brown lines or narrow 
bands, viz. two somewhat distant ones down the 
iniddle, aud. two approximated ones down cach 
side: in the living animal the colour is generally 
said to have a kind of metallic or brassy cast, 
which seems to have given rise to the old name 
Chatcides and Chateidica. This singular Lizard is 
descfibed by Linnaeus as having the feet furnish- 
ed with five toes, but whatever may have been 
the case with the individual specimen wliich he 
examined, it seems pretty certam that the gene- 
tal number is three. In the British AThagum is 
an elegant specimen, from which the agnexed 
figure i is engraved. The.Chalcides is an @himal 
of a’ id nature, frequenting moist shady 
places, moving ratherslowly, andgteeding on in- 
sects, small worms, &¢. It is a viviparous species, 
and i 3 said to produce a great many young. The 

pe to which it bears ‘the nearest alliance, in 
of. form, are igo of om genus 1S apie, and 
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ANNULATED CHALCIDES. 
Chalcide. Cepede ovip. p. 443. 


Turs, which is described by the Count de Ce- 
pede, under the vame of Chalcide, appears ex- 
tremely nearly allicd to the former, but instead of 
having imbricated fish like scales, as in that ani- 
inal, it is marked into a continued series of annuli 
throughout its whole length, the scales being 
square instead of rounded. The specimen *de- 
scribed was of a dark colour, with a brassy cast : 
the body measured two inches six lines in length, 
being somewhat shorter than the tail: the feet 
still shorter than in the former species, measuring 
scarcely more than a line in length, and being all 
tridactyle: the number of annuli on the body was 
forty-eight. The native country of this kind 
seems unknown. 





SERPENT LIZARD. ’ | 
- = || 
Lacerta Serpe ns. L. capite corpore caudague continue cylindruis, 4 


pedibus minimggremotivsunia, pentadactylis ungurcwlatis, Liz. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel, p. 1078. Bloch. Beschr. ders Berl. Natur}: / 
2. p. 28. t. 2. . J 
Lizard with head, body, and tail of a continued cylindric form, - 


und very small, remote, pemBdactyle feet. 
Anguis quadrupes.. .4. < Sail Lan, Syt, Nat, P. 390. = 


Tuts, which ts ana ative of Jay a, measures about ». “4 
five incheggpd athalf 1 mn length, and. iS entirely” ‘ 













Pt 9308 Sao ribtpc don a. j 
ee covered with imbricated scales: its colour is s either 
|. einereous or pale ferruginous above, marked with 
boi from fifteen to twentyalusky lines, and_beneath 
' he  ginereous with a silve 3 
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' APODAL LIZARD. - 


Lacerta Apus. L. anguiformis ferruginca, pedibus antertoribus 
nullis, poster iorthus brevisstmis monodactylis. » - 
Ferruginows snake-formted - Lizard, eS fore feet, and with _ 
very short monodactylous hind fect. 
Lacerta rta apus. L. cayrte & cup continuis una cum cauda longa 
ti ibua antericribus nullix, posteri= 
Nov, Comm. Petrop. 19. 


















ria, and doubtless of ‘many — 
furope an Asia, though it secms to 
t recently ki own to naturalists, Dr. 
Pallas, who discovered t in the south of Siberia, 
having beemits first describer. It is found of the 
length near three feet, and so perfectly resem- 
bles Ie eral form of 4 e snake, that it ‘s 
not with if a near inspection that it isascertained 
to kL toethe race of Lizards; being furnished — 
merel ry b 2 pair of ver short and sneer ; 
acum processes by way of feet, situated at a 

vast distance’ from the fo ics ‘of the body, 

nearl upide the vent processes have 

no div oes, but scem to form one simple 

projection, 4 slight iy ire only : the he 
is rather | 
snout rathe é‘ 


other 
have L 























































310 APODAL LIZARD. 


pearance of neck; the body tapering in the most 
gradual manner from the head to the end of the 
tail, which is longer than the body, and terminates 
in a point. The whole animal is covered with lon- 
gitudinal rows of moderately large scales with 
emarginated tips, and so disposed as to form so 
niany prominent or carinated lines along the sur- 
face, in consequence of which a transverse section 
of the body, in any part, presents a multangular 
outline. Along each side of the body, from, the 
headito near half the length of the tail, runs a 
deep continued furrow or channel. The colour 
of this Lizard is a pale chesnut or ferruginous 


above, and pale yellow-brown beneath. It is sin-. 


gular that an animal of so large a size should so 
long have remained unknown to systematic natu- 
ralists. Two very fine specimens were brought 
from Greece by. the late Dr. John Sibthorp, Pro- 
fessor of Botany in the University of Oxford, and 
from one of these was drawn the accurate figure 
engraved on the annexed plate. ‘The animal fre- 
quents moist and shady places, and appears to be 


_ of a harmless character. 
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BIPED LIZARD. ‘. 


squamarun Singularum Payicto, fusce, pedibus antertoribus nutha, 
posteribus didactylis muticig.. Lin, Syst, Nat, Gmel. p. 1079. 
Long-bodied cylindric paletyellow Lizard, speckled with brown, 
withyut tore-tcet, and with very small didactylous hind-teet. 
Anguis bipes. 4, sguamis abdominalibus 100, caudulious 60, a 
Lin, Mus, Ad. Frid. p. 21, t. 28. 3. 


Lacerta Bipes. L. corpore ashequali tercti imbricato pallido, 4 


Serpens, &c. Seb. 1.1, 53.6 9. & 6.80 f. 3. / 
> _ 
A SMALL species, said to be found in se a. 
America and in India. Length about six inghes: 
diameter scarcely that of a goose quill: colouf pale ’ 
yellow, minutely speckled with brow: head ~~ 
small; body cylindric, tail very shortyand™ : -- 
7 


, ; . * 
but not sharp-pointed: on each side the vent isa. . 


small subulated foot, which being closely exa- 
mined is found to be divided into two small and 
unequal toes, without claws. his Lizard is de- 
scribed by Linnwxus in the Muscum AdolphiFri- 
derici as a species of snake, under the title of An- 
guis bipes. It is also figured in the same work, 
but moreyelegantly in that of Seba. 
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LUMBRICIFORM LIZARD. 


Lacerta Lumbricoides. L. bipes cylindrica, squamis guadrati 


annulata, sulco laterali, pedibus posterioribus nulkir. “ 
Two-footed cylindric Lizard, annulated with square scal ‘ ~ 

with a lateral furrow and no hipd feet. © 
Le Cannellé. _Cepede ovip. po Gis. pl. 41. io i 
Lacerta. Lumbricyides. Lumbriciform Lizard. Nat. J 

vol. 6. pl. 212, x I 
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Native of Mexico. — Fist. 
ein. his Hist 


» somes -Ceped 
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| ay vontetan } 
2 ae LUMBRICTFORD . ws 
. Quadrupeds. "Length eight s: diameter near 
half an inch: length of f ~ a of the 
_ tail one inch: both hea tail, as in the genus 
Amphisbena, scarce dist by any differ- 
ence of diameter from th -which is of, uni- | 
_ form breadth throughout, and is covered entirely 
by annuli of square scales, as in the Amphisbwna 
fuliginosa : along the whole body, from head to 
ail, on each side, runs a continued sulcus or 
cl, separating the upper or lower surfaces : 
ily two; extremely short, placed near the 
nd’ divided into five minute toes with cor- 
t claws: not the least appearance of hind 
E surrounded on its upper part by arow 
*rforated papilla, as in the thighs of the 
lizard, &c. Colour ee the living animal 
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The specimen preserved i in ‘the British Museum 
is tie. half the size of that described by the 
nt de Cepede, and is of a pale ferruginous 


ur ieee sl white beneath. 
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